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THE ARC EASTERN CONNECTICUT – SERVING PEOPLE WITH INTELLECTUAL 

DISABILITIES FOR 70 YEARS 
 

Good afternoon Senator Osten, Representative Walker, Senator Hartley, Representative Dathan, 
Representative Nolan, Senator Miner, Representative France and other esteemed Committee 
members: My name is Kathleen Stauffer and I live in Mystic. I am Chief Executive officer of The Arc 
Eastern Connecticut and am testifying IN SUPPORT of H.B. 5037, an Act Adjusting the State Budget for 
the Biennium Ending June 30, 2023.  
 

1. FAMILIES ARE SUFFERING. Fear has greatly increased isolation for people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities (IDD), an epidemic problem even before COVID-19 emerged. Please 
support independence and self-sufficiency for folks with IDD by investing $150 million into 
Connecticut’s safety net to allow for a service structure that meets people’s needs innovatively 
and adequately. 
 

2. SAFETY NET HEROES ARE EXHAUSTED. The safety net has been shattered by an international 
pandemic and decades of underfunding and budget cuts. It is critical that you empower The Arc 
ECT to hire a well-trained staff and provide these professionals with benefits and healthcare 
beyond a poverty-level existence.  

 

3. WHO WE ARE. The Arc ECT is a 69-year-old, grassroots agency in Eastern Connecticut founded 

by families looking for NON-INSTITUTIONAL opportunities for loved ones.  
 

4. WHO WE SERVE. The Arc ECT serves 900+ people with IDD in Eastern Connecticut with a 

constituent network of more than 2,500 voters. Services range from residential to in-home 

supports to employment services. The Arc’s Community Life & Advocacy program, funded by 

public events and United Way of SE CT, provides critical respite to 200+ adults and families, 

support groups for survivors of domestic violence and sexual abuse, Special Olympics and 

rides to the polls so people with IDD can vote.  
 

5. JOBS. The Arc ECT employs more than 440 adults contributing more than $9,000,000 in wages 

to EASTERN CT’s economy. Nearly 30% of employees are minorities and 72.7% are women.  
 

6. ECONOMIC IMPACT. The Arc ECT spends $1.5 million each year on gasoline, fuel oil, groceries, 

office supplies, hardware, furniture and health insurance alone and is a leader in advocating 

for the economic well-being of Connecticut.  

Sincerely,  
Kathleen Stauffer 
Chief Executive Officer 


